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Causes of the Civil War 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sectionalism – The North, South, and West each developed its own unique way of life. Each section 

felt loyalty towards their own section than to the country as a whole. 

 North – Rise of factory system, became a center of industry 

 West – Emerged as the nation’s “Bread Basket” 

 South – Cotton and slavery dominated the South’s economy, large plantations based on slave labor 

Slavery 

Missouri Compromise – prohibited slavery in most of the Louisiana Territory above the “Missouri 

Compromise Line”. Missouri joined the US as a slave state and Maine joined the US as a free state to 

maintain the balance between free and slave states. 

Compromise of 1850 – California entered the Union as a free state. Split the reminder of land in the 

Mexican Cession into 2 territories: the Utah Territory and the New Mexico Territory. These two 

territories would practice popular sovereignty where the citizens would vote on whether slavery would 

be permitted in these territories. 

Fugitive Slave Law passed requiring that all escaped slaves to be returned to the South. Required all 

citizens to help catch and return runaway slaves. Northerners opposed it 

Kansas-Nebraska Act – Allowed for Kansas and Nebraska Territories to use popular sovereignty--the 

idea that the citizens of these territories would decide whether slavery would be allowed in their new 

state. 

Bleeding Kansas -violent conflicts in Kansas between proslavery & antislavery groups (led by John 

Brown) 

Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) – Ruled that Africans were not citizens but instead considered as 

property. Also ruled that the Missouri 

Compromise was unconstitutional. This court decision angered northerners in the years leading up the 

Civil War. 



 

Key People by Era: Civil War 

 Henry Clay- Great Compromiser, represented the West 

 Jefferson Davis- President of the Confederate States of America 

 Robert E. Lee- General of the Confederate Army 

 Ulysses S. Grant- General of the Union Army 

 William Carney- 1st African American to win the congressional medal of honor, member of the 

54th regiment of Massachusetts 

 Stonewall Jackson- Got his nickname at the Battle of Bull Run 

 Roger Taney- Supreme Court Justice during the Dred Scott Decision 

 Phillip Bazaar- Hispanic received Congressional Medal of Honor, naval commander 

 Clara Barton- Nurse during the Civil War, started the Red Cross 

  John Salmon (Rip) Ford- In May 1865 he led Confederate forces in the battle of Palmito Ranch, 

the last battle of the Civil War. 

 



 

 

 

 



Major events of the Civil War  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lincoln elected President- Lincoln was elected as the first Republican Party president in 

1860. 

South Carolina Succeeds- Dec. 1860 – South Carolina is the first state to secede from the 

Union. Six other states will follow and form the Confederate States of America. Jefferson Davis 

is elected President of the Confederacy 

Texas Secession- the U.S. state of Texas declared its secession from the United States of 

America on February 2, 1861, and joined the Confederate States on March 2, 1861, after it 

replaced its governor, Sam Houston, when he refused to take an oath of allegiance to the 

Confederacy. 

Fort Sumter- Confederate forces fired on Fort Sumter, South Carolina. Start of the Civil War.  

Emancipation Proclamation, 1862 -Freed all slaves in the Confederate States, not the loyal 

Border States (Missouri, Kentucky, West Virginia, Maryland and Delaware). Lincoln wanted to 

keep foreign countries out of the war, and to prevent Southern states from using black troops 

for combat and to keep the loyal Border States. 

Battle of Antietam: bloodiest battle of the Civil War 

Fall of Vicksburg: Grant forced Confederates to surrender Vicksburg; Union controlled 

Mississippi; Confederacy split. 

Battle of Gettysburg: Union victory in Pennsylvania; Confederates never attacked in Union 

territory again; turning point of the Civil War 

Gettysburg Address: famous Lincoln speech delivered at battle site honoring Union soldiers 

who gave their lives to ensure that “government of the people, by the people, for the people 

shall not perish from the earth” 

Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address: with end of war in sight, focused on healing nation’s 

wounds “with malice toward none, with charity for all” 

April 9th, 1865: Union general Ulysses S. Grant accepted Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s 

surrender at Appomattox Court House, Virginia 

Battle of Palomino Ranch - generally recognized as the final battle of the American Civil 

War, since it was the last engagement between organized forces of the Union Army and 

Confederate States Army involving casualties. 12, 1865 – May 13, 1865 near Brownsville Texas 

Assassination of Lincoln: shortly after his reelection, Lincoln was shot and killed in a 

Washington D.C. theatre (Fords Theatre) by John Wilkes Booth. 



Reconstruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Lincoln’s assassination Andrew Johnson became President and tried to rebuild the 

nation after the war. 

Freedmen’s Bureau: Helped former slaves by distributing food, clothing, and medical 

supplies. They helped create colleges and schools for African Americans. 

Civil Rights Act: Granted African Americans full citizenship and voting rights. 

After 1866 the Radical Reconstruction Congress passed more laws to try and punish the 

south: 

Reconstruction Act of 1867: imposed military rule in southern states and required 

ratification of the 14th amendment for readmission to the Union. 

Enforcement Acts of 1870 and 1871: helped enforce the 15th Amendment by protecting 

the rights of black voters. 

Radical Republicans: Republicans who wanted to punish the South for the Civil War. 


