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Geography Vocabulary  

Vocabulary Word Picture/ Symbol  

Coordinate Grid- System of 
imaginary lines used to find 
locations on earth 
 
 
 

 
 

Latitude Lines – Lines that are 

horizontal (flat), that run parallel 

to the equator 

 

 

 

 

 
Longitude Lines – Lines that are 

vertical (long). They run from the 

North to South Pole 

 

 

 

 

 
Equator – Zero Degrees Latitude.  

The center line of Latitude 
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Prime Meridian – Zero Degrees 

Longitude.  The center line of 

longitude 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography Basics Vocabulary 

Vocabulary Word Picture/ Symbol  

Legend –  A list that explains 

the symbols on a map or chart 

 

 

 
Map Scale – compares a 

measurement on a map to the 

actual distance between 

locations 

 

 

 
 

Compass Rose – shows 

directions: North, South, East, 

West 
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Types of Maps 

Vocabulary Word Picture/ Symbol  

Physical Map – Landforms 

and Bodies of Water 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Political Map – Boundaries 

and Borders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Vocabulary Word Picture/ Symbol  
Economic Map – Natural 

resources and types of jobs 
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Climate Map – Long term weather 

in an area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vegetation Map – Type of trees 

and plants 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Population Density Map – How 

many people live where 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


